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Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby petitions to make Claims 1-44 of this new application, which has not 
received any examination by the Examiner, special. 

All claims for which examination is requested, are believed to be directed to a single 
invention. 

If the Office determines that all the claims presented are not directed to a single invention 
the applicant will make an election without traverse. 

A search was made by a professional searcher of the Patent Office records and literature, 
using a computerized, boolean word search strategy for a variety of terms used in the claims and 
patent. The search and attendant review resulted in the locating numerous patents, articles and 
abstracts. A copy of the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter 
encompassed by the claims is attached, along with form PTO-1449. 

An accompanying paper discusses the references and points out how the claimed subject 



matter is distinguished over the references. 
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Appl.No. : 09/483,445 

Filed : Jan. 14, 2000 

The fee required by 37 CFR 1.1 7(i) is enclosed. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 2-// 




Lowell Anderson 
Registration No. 30,990 
Attorney of Record 
620 Newport Center Drive 
Sixteenth Floor 
Newport Beach, C A 92660 
(949) 760-0404 
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